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Letter to the Editor~ _
To the Editor,
We are replying to the letter from R Hayakawa 1 regarding
our previous poper.? We performed a patch test based on
the International Contact Dermatitis Research Group
(ICDRG) stcndord.? as we described in our poper.?
Although we did not show the results, a second reading at
72 h was performed in some patients, classified as '?',
'+', '++', '+++' and 'IR'. This classification was
changed to a new version in 1986, which we did not
follow in our study. Thus, we do not deny the probability
that some reactions, including irritation, could have been
overestimated. The results from our study suggest that
there is a dose-response relationship between mercury
exposure and skin sensitization. Even though the group of
patients included individuals sensitive to mercury PT for
irritation, the evidence for a dose-response relationship
is, we believe, convincing.
In future studies we will perform a second reading in all
subjects, according to the new ICDRG criteria.
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